English 101
Literature Essay

Assignment: Craft an essay in which you explain an aspect of literature or analyze a work of literature. 
Explaining: In your essay, explain to the audience what a particular aspect of literature means by showing examples from various texts. For example, you could explain the concept of point-of-view and how it can influence what we learn about characters, the concept of setting and its importance in understanding a story, or the concept of foreshadowing and how it is effective. Give examples from the stories we discussed in class.
Analyzing: In your essay, analyze a work or works of literature to help the reader better understand the story. You could focus your essay on one particular story and analyze its different parts, or you could focus on one element, such as symbolism or allegory and use various texts as supporting examples. 

The essay should be 4-6 pages in length and use three outside resources. Two of the resources need to be peer-reviewed scholarly articles accessed through research databases. The other source should be from a legitimate, reputable source, such as an “.edu” site or book. Do not use Wikipedia, Sparknotes, cliffsnotes, enotes, or similar sites. 
All sources should be properly cited on a Works Cited page and within the text in parenthetical citations.

Tips on writing about literature
	
· Read and reread the work closely and carefully. 
· Annotate the work to focus your reading; take notes to try out ideas and develop your perspective.
· Support your interpretation with quotations and specific details from the work (and, if you’re using secondary sources, from critical material).
· Avoid merely summarizing the plot; focus instead on your interpretation of the work, which may or may not require discussion of the plot. Further, assume your audience is familiar with the text.
· When introducing quotations from the work, do not confuse the work’s author with the narrator of a story or the speaker of a poem.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Avoid plagiarism when using secondary sources. If an interpretation was suggested to you by a critic’s work, you must cite the source. 


